50                          GIRNAR.

Once past the lower range of hills,, our
bearers paused to rest at a small Dhurram
Saulah, erected on a shoulder of the first
ascent. Long as our way had seemed, the
summit of Girnar still towered above us, a
perpendicular scarp, appearing to oppose
our further progress. The early pilgrims,
must indeed have found it a toilsome thing
to scale the ragged heights of the sacred
mount; but in later times, religious zeal
has provided a succession of steps, guarded
by a low parapet wall, which, winding
round the angles of the rock, permit a safe,
and comparatively easy ascent :* with the
assurance of these means being sufficient
protection from any actual danger, the
journey is very trying to the nerves, the
dooly bearers being sorely pressed for room

'* The expence of forming these steps was enormous;
for a third only of the whole distance, 12,000 rupees
was expended on materials and lahour. The distance
traversed from the commencement of the ascent to
the summit of Girnar, is two miles, five furlongs, and
seventy-one yards.